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Subject: Norwegian language

Teacher: Hilde Gjester Hoel

Observation: Brankica Vlahek-Ivek and Katja Šimon

(Croatian team teachers)

Classroom observation took place in a regular classroom for theory lessons and there

were 16 students (8 students were missing due to skiing activities).

According to their teacher, Hilde Gjester Hoel, they were supposed to have a

Norwegian language lesson and to talk about entrepreneurship, but they switched to

group workshops dealing with students motivation and teachers burnout.

During their group work, they used their mother tongue for discussing and organising

ideas, but they had to write their ideas in English. They presented their work in English as

well.



First task: What

motivates you as 

students?

Students had to discuss their ideas
and write them on a piece of
paper their teacher had given
them. They were pretty active and
everybody joined the discussion
within their group.



Second task: 

What can you as 

students do to 

help your

teachers avoid

burnout?

This task made the students think very
seriously about that issue. Everybody
seemed to be very interested in the
topic and every student in each
group was involved



Extra task by Mrs 

Šimon: How to 

prevent students’ 

burnout and

dropout?

The students continued with the discussion and

organising their ideas. They were very eager to 

make their lists during this activity, as well as 

during the previous two. They were obviously

familiar with the problem and they offered

interesting answers.



Students ideas:

What motivates them?

Friends

Happy and motivating teachers

Different ways of teaching

Warm food in the school canteen

Group work and activities

Good grades

Less tests and homework

More practical work

Longer school breaks

Outdoor lessons

How to avoid teachers’ 

burnout?

Students should:

be motivated

listen to teachers and be polite 

respect teachers

pay attention and be active in class

be prepared for the lesson

follow the deadlines

make suggestions and ideas in class

to keep teaching process interesting

How to prevent students’ 

burnout and dropout?

Talk to each other

Motivate each other

Give advice

Help one another

Talk to teachers and students’ 

representatives



Our impressions

The students were great, very

interested into the topic, 

willing to work in groups and

they offered interesting

answers and ideas. It was very

nice to see them all

functioning as teams.

The atmosphere was relaxed

and pleasant.

Even though, it was not an

English lesson, they showed

they are able to work and

think in English.



Our reflections on classroom

observation

How was the start of
the lesson?
The students were at their places, 

calm and prepared for the lesson.

They warned the teacher (Hilde) 

that she was two minutes late. 

She explained that she was late 

because she showed us, Croatian 

teachers, around the school.

Relations between
teacher and students

The students respect their

teacher, they listen to her and

follow the instructions. They are 

not affraid to ask for help or an

explanation when needed.

Communication in
class
Good and polite communication, 

student-student, teacher-student 

and student-teacher. 

The students call their teacher by

her first name, which is not the

case in Croatia, but still respect

her authority.

When we told them that our

students call us by our second

name and titles, they were very

surprised.



Thank you for your

attention!

BRANKICA VLAHEK-IVEK AND KATJA ŠIMON


